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The Role of Geographic Information Systems as a Tool for Locating Territorial Projects and

Achieving Territorial Development in the Western Coastal Area of the Little Atlas
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ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study aims to propose a territorial development project that contributes to sustainable
development in the western coast of the Small Atlas region. It focuses on identifying the most suitable locations for
various developmental projects that consider territorial resources and environmental constraints, with the goal of
enhancing the spatial area's competitiveness and supporting balanced participatory development involving local
stakeholders.

Methodology: The research relied on Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and spatial analysis techniques using
ArcGIS software. Multiple datasets were collected, including topographic slope, water networks, forest cover, soil
type, built-up areas, road networks, and urban centers. These factors were classified according to suitability criteria
for territorial projects, then combined through cumulative overlay analysis to derive spatial suitability maps.
Results: The analyses identified areas with varying suitability levels: excellent zones near the coast characterized by
low slope, developed road networks, proximity to centers, services, tourist sites, and the port—making them suitable
for tourism, industrial, and sustainable projects. Medium and low suitability areas were mainly inland with difficult
terrain and limited infrastructure, indicating a concentration of developmental activities along the coast.
Conclusion: The study underscores the importance of a multi-criteria spatial analysis-based territorial project that
fosters sustainable development respecting geographic and territorial specifics while involving local actors. It
recommends developing environmentally friendly tourism and industrial projects, sustainably utilizing natural
resources, especially in coastal areas, and emphasizes strengthening infrastructure and expanding investment

opportunities to achieve comprehensive, sustainable territorial development in the study area.

Keywords: Territorial development, Geographic Information Systems, spatial analysis, spatial suitability, territorial
projects, sustainable tourism.
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